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Trees and vegetation in the 

right-of-way: Since 1935 

What is the Right-of-Way Program? 
Maquoketa Valley Electric Cooperative works hard 
to balance the aesthetic needs of our members with 
the Cooperativeôs service reliability goals. A clear 
Right-of-Way reduces the number and length of 
outages and improves safety for everyone! As part 
of the service agreement the member commits to 
with MVEC, to have electric and fiber services  
provided, this agreement provides for continued 
maintenance of the Right-of-Way. 

1. Cause power outages, blinking lights, or  
    internet outages. 
 
2. Obstruct visual inspections, making repairs  
    difficult and costly. 
 
3. Block access for maintenance and repairs,  
    causing delays. 
 
4. Waste electricity by drawing it into the ground. 

5. Become a fire hazard. 

6. Become a safety hazard for utility workers  
    and members. 

Children and adults should never 
climb, trim, or touch trees that 

contact power lines. 

Maquoketa Valley Electric Cooperative delivers 
power and fiber internet service with a system of 
overhead and underground lines. The Cooperative 
has a proactive strategy to continue a safe  
Right-of-Way near these lines. The investment in 
safety and service for members has reduced  
emergency clearings, major power or internet  
outages, and dangerous conditions. 
 

 

History 

Why is a clear Right-of-Way 

Important? 

 We all enjoy trees, but when they interfere 
with power and internet lines, reliability and 
safety are compromised. Thatôs why itôs  
important to remove trees, branches, and 
brush from the Right-of-Way. A significant 
portion of outage duration is a direct result  
of trees. 

Storm Repairs 

 

 
No one, including MVEC, likes it when the 
power goes out or the internet service is 
down. That is why we do our best to minimize 
outage time with extensive tree trimming and 
fast power restoral. Keep in mind, that while 
a memberôs home may have service, a 
neighbor may not. Trees will be cut and 
branches cleared to untangle and re-string 
line or repair poles. Quite often, the days  
immediately following a storm are filled with 
making permanent repairs to those lines. 
This means membersô trees may not be 
cleaned up to their standards, or not cleaned 
up in a timely manner. Our storm repair  
process simply cannot follow the same  
standards as our daily Right-of-Way work if 
we are to meet our membersô request for 
safe and reliable service. As always, do not 
hesitate to call with questions. 

MVEC continues its commitment to service  
with regular Right-of-Way maintenance.  
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Maquoketa Valley Cooperative wants to work  
with our members to ensure trees and shrubs  

are planted away from power and fiber lines, or  
are properly maintained to ensure continued  

service for our members and neighbors. 


